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County Health Rankings Illustrate Public Health’s Lead Role in the Health of Communities
The County Health Rankings & Roadmaps program helps communities identify and implement solutions that make it easier for people to be healthy in their neighborhoods, schools, and workplaces.
Ranking the health of nearly every county in the nation, the County Health Rankings illustrate what we know when it comes to
what is keeping people healthy or making people sick. The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation (RWJF) collaborates with the University of Wisconsin Population Health Institute (UWPHI) to
bring this program to cities, counties, and states across the nation.
All of us have a role to play in raising awareness about the multiple factors that affect our health and the health of our communities. Elected officials and government leaders, are uniquely positioned to use the County Health Rankings as a call to action, informing community members about the findings and implementing policies to address those health factors.
Policies and programs implemented at the local level have an impact on population health in a variety of ways. Local Public
Health Districts implement policies and programs designed to
target health outcomes. Our tobacco prevention and cessation effort are a great example of how Local Public Health works with
our communities to implement health policies around tobacco and
how we help people to stop smoking to improve their health.
The Rankings examine four types of health factors that influence
the health of a county: social and economic, health behaviors,
clinical care, and physical environment. In turn, each of these factors is based on several measures.
The County Health Rankings illustrate that everyone has a role to
play in improving the health of communities. Local Public Health
takes the lead in working with our communities in promoting positive changes in health outcomes. This is evident throughout our
statewide Strategic Plan, especially in our work to decrease obesity and improve physical activity in our population.
Published online at countyhealthrankings.org, the Rankings help
counties understand what influences how healthy residents are and
how long they will live.
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